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The Epistle to the Hebrews. The Greek Text with notes and essays by 

Brooke Foss Westcott, D.D., D.C.L., Lord Bishop of Durham. 

Second edition. London: Macmillan and Co. 1892. 8vo. pp. 84 + 

504. $4-00 

This admirable commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews is already 

known to scholars through the first edition, which appeared in 1889. The 

new edition differs from the original only by a few minor corrections. The 

work is an example of the very best class of modern commentaries, presenting 

the results of thorough mastery of the historical situation, of careful and 

scholarly study of the words of the Epistle, and of faithful tracing of the 

author's course of thought. Bishop Westcott regards it as certain that Paul 

did not write the epistle, but that it cannot now be determined who its author 

was. He inclines to believe that it was written to the Jewish Christians in 

Jerusalem. As respects date, he places it between A.D. 64 and 67, probably 

just before the commencement of the Jewish war. 

One remark of the preface is well worth quoting for the benefit of those 
who wish to know how the best work in interpretation is done. Having men- 
tioned various writers who have been helpful to him, he says, " But I have 
always seemed to learn most from Trommius and Bruder. If to these con- 
cordances — till the former is superseded by the promised Oxford concordance 
— the student adds Dr. Moulton's edition of Winer's Grammar, and Dr. 
Thayer's edition of Grimm's Lexicon, he will find that he has at his command 
a fruitful field of investigation, which yields to every effort fresh signs of the 
inexhaustible wealth of the Written Word." E. D. B. 



Har Moad, or The Mountain of the Assembly: A series of archaeological 

studies, chiefly from the standpoint of the cuneiform inscriptions. By 

the Rev. O. D. Miller, D.D. ; with plate illustrations. Published by S. 

M. Whipple, North Adams, Mass. Pp. xxi + 445. 

The title of this book is taken from Isaiah xiv. 13. The author sets out 

to prove that it refers to Mt. Meru, in Central Asia. The volume in hand is 

made up of five books. Book I is a discussion, covering more than 100 

pages, of Cushite archaeology. The main sources of information used were 

the works of Lenormant, George Smith and Rawlinson. The methods 

employed are exceedingly ingenious. By the division of the readings of 
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cuneiform signs into their elements, and by choosing such significations of 
these elementary parts as suit his case, the author, through labyrinthian 
processes, arrives at his conclusions. His transformations from Pa-te-si to 
Cabiri on p. 65 seq. illustrate quite fairly his method. Book II deals with 
Mosaic and Babylonian cosmogony. By his own peculiar methods the author 
announces that he has proved that the race was cradled on Mt. Meru, and 
from that point radiated the different nations with their quota of religion and 
civilization. " On that summit, which penetrated the rotating center of the 
celestial sphere, the divine and human were first united in blissful fellowship." 
Book III is devoted to a discussion of the "celestial earth." All the great 
events of the race in its edenic period are found to have taken place at the 
summit of Mt. Meru. To determine the date of that mysterious epoch in 
human history the author discusses in Book IV the twelve stars of Phoenicia. 
He attempts to show that "they exhibit the order in which the Mosaic ante- 
diluvian genealogy was adjusted to the zodiac." Book V attacks the prob- 
lem of zodiacal chronology, and discovers the characteristic features of the 
Eden of Genesis in that particular celestial region around and centering in 
the constellation Lyra. In his concluding remarks he seems to have settled 
all the problems touching the antiquity, the religion, the dispersion and the 
development of the race. 

The work displays a prodigious amount of reading in the departments of 
mythology and the so-called occult sciences. It also shows what can be done 
by setting out to prove a particular proposition rather than to ascertain the 
truth. The author bends every point to establish his preconception of the 
location of the original central home of the race. His methods are multi- 
farious, suspicious and even vicious. By them anything can be proved, any- 
thing that one desires can be established. Where he clings close to recog- 
nized leaders, he presents with force some truths, but his speculations 
therefrom have rarely more than a tangential relation to the original. The 
arrangement of the subject matter is exceedingly unfortunate. Altogether 
the work does not add to the equipment of the scholar, either in material or 
in the conception of truth. Price. 



How to Read the Prophets. With Explanations, Map and Glossary. By Rev 

Buchannan Blake, B.D. Part III, Jeremiah. New York: imported 

by Charles Scribner's Sons. Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co., 1892. Pp. 

287. Price, $1.50. 

Mr. Blake has already given us two small works arranged on the plan of 

this third part. The main features of the book are a new translation and 

arrangement of the prophecies of Jeremiah in the supposed chronological order. 

In this arrangement he embodies such passages of Kings and Chronicles 

as throw light upon the utterances of Jeremiah. 173 pages of the hcok are 

devoted to the presentation of this material. The second division vi about 



